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Forest industries are an impor- 
tant part of Ontario’s economy. 


Large papermills generate 
thousands of jobs in Ontario. 


ONTARIO’S FORESTS 


The forests of Ontario are many things to many people. 
They are a playground large enough for the most rest- 
less; a lush backdrop against which our history has 
unfolded; a continuous biological process which in 
some way touches each of our lives; and acornerstone 
of Ontario’s economy — past, present and future. 


About a quarter of Canada’s forest products come from 
Ontario. More than 40 per cent of that production is 
bound for foreign ports. At a value of three and a half 
billion dollars, these forest-related exports offset more 
than one-third of Ontario’s annual oil bill. 


Close to 150,000 jobs depend directly or indirectly, on 
the forest industry. In northwestern Ontario three- 
quarters of the people employed in manufacturing owe 
their livelihood to the forest. In fact, were it not for the 
forest industry, some communities in northern Ontario 
would cease to exist. In southern Ontario, the forest 
industry annually purchases more than six hundred 
million dollars worth of goods and services from its 
industrial centres, indirectly supporting a substantial 
urban work force. 


Cutovers provide browse for 
moose and deer. 


Early loggers used teams of 
horses to pull harvested trees 
from the bush. 


No less important are the benefits of the forest as habi- 
tat for wildlife, and recreational areas. Forests also 
guard against soil erosion and help reduce the risk of 
flooding by slowing the snow melt in spring. 


Pulp and paper companies and sawmills are the prima- 
ry users of Ontario’s Crown forests. These industries 
have operated under a government licensing system 
which has been continuously updated and improved 
since 1849 with an aim toward more effective manage- 
ment of the forest resource. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENTS 


The Ontario government instituted a system of Forest 
Management Agreements (FMAs) in 1980 to ensure 
that forest products companies assumed more direct 
responsibility for forest management and renewal. 


An FMA is acontract that sets out the forest manage- 
ment responsibilities between the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the company. It conveys harvesting 
rights and regeneration responsibilities to the 
Agreement holder. 


Forest Management Agree- 
ments (FMAs) help ensure 
there is a continuous supply 
of wood for the future. 


FMAs have been referred to as “evergreen 
agreements’. They are drawn up for 20-year terms, 
and are extended every five years if the company 
meets its obligations. If a company does not meet its 
obligations, the agreement may not be extended or 
could even be terminated at the end of a five-year 
review. 


The costs of forest management are shared between 
the government, which owns the land, and the forest 
companies. As owner of the Crown forest, the govern- 
ment ensures regeneration by providing the seedlings 
for planting and pays the basic costs of forest renewal. 


The government also pays part of the construction and 
maintenance costs of certain all-weather forest access 
roads because they provide opportunities for public 
use and are an improvement to the land base. All other 
costs associated with forest management staff, equip- 
ment and planning are borne by the company. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS 1980 - 1989 
(Number of New Agreements Signed Each Year) 
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5-YEAR REVIEWS OF FMAs 


In 1985, the first five FMAs signed in 1980 were formally 
reviewed. These five were the Iroquois Falls, English 
a the Upper Spanish, the Lower Spanish and the 
ordon Cosens Forests, under agreement respec- 
ean Deh ae tively to Abitibi Price Inc., Great Lakes Forest Products 
many small communities. Ltd., &.B. Eddy Forest Products Ltd. (2), and Spruce 
Falls Power and Paper Company Ltd. 


With only a 15 per cent increase in the amount of area 
harvested, the reviews showed that on those areas 
under forest management agreements there was a 43 
per cent increase in regeneration, a 285 per cent 
increase in tending procedures, and a 30 per cent 
increase in site preparation compared with the five 
years previous. 


SILVICULTURE ACTIVITIES (For 5 Year Period Before and After FMA) 
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REGENERATION TENDING = SITE PREPARATION 
AC Talvel Tey. 


In 1986, three FMAs signed in 1981 were also 
reviewed. These were the Spruce River, the Lake 
Nipigon and the Black River Forests, under agreement 
respectively to Abitibi-Price Inc., Domtar Inc., and 
Great West Timber Limited. Overall, in the areas 
reviewed, regeneration was up 29 per cent while actual 
harvest increased by only nine per cent. Tending 
increased 129 per cent, and site preparation was up 
138 per cent. 


Photo interpretation tech- 
niques assist foresters in making 
forest management decisions. 


FOREST REGIONS: 


Mmm Boreal Forest 
{2 Great Lakes - 


St. Lawrence Forest 
(2 Deciduous Forest 


Since the first five signings 10 additional companies 
have entered into FMA agreements with the govern- 
ment. So, by late 1987, a total of 30 FMAs were in effect 
covering more than 69 per cent of the total area under 
licence or 178,000 square kilometres. 


ONTARIO FOREST REGIONS 


(1l Area Contained in Management Units 


In Ontario, the Crown owns 86 per cent of the land 
area. There is, however, a distinct difference between 
southern and northern Ontario. In the south, only six 
per cent of the land is Crown owned, while in the north 
Crown lands comprise 94 per cent of the area. 


Itis in the northern part of the province 
that Forest Management Agreements 
are used to manage forest lands. 


Of the total provincial area of 
1,068,620 square kilometres, only 24 
per cent is licensed for harvest and 
renewal operations. The remainder is 
either not accessed or privately owned 
(14 per cent). Of the licensed area, 69 
per cent is administered through 
FMAs. 


FOREST MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING 


Each agreement between a forest company and the 
Ministry of Natural Resources is tailored to the specific 
forest management needs of a particular area. How- 
ever the procedures for planning and documentation 
are common to all and an integral part of the 

FMA agreement. 


ONTARIO FMAs 
TO 1987/88 


For management purposes, the 
province Is broken up into 109 areas 
called forest management units. 
These cover 50 per cent of the area 


of the province. 


Access roads built according to 
forest management plans allow 
the efficient movement of wood 
to mills as well as access for 
reforestation operations follow- 
ing the harvest. 


The company must prepare Timber Management 
Plans for each 20 year period, with five-year updates 
and annual work schedules and reports. The Timber 
Management Plan describes the forest management 
practices such as harvesting, regeneration, tending 
and road construction that are to take place. 


The aim of these plans is to ensure a continuous flow of 
forest products while accommodating the require- 
ments of other forest users. At the same time, the 
Timber Management Plan identifies, for each five-year 
period, where forest operations will be carried out and 
how they will be conducted. 


The forest planning process 
requires input by all interested 
parties. 
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Formal opportunities are provided at various stages in 
this planning process for the participation of other 
government ministries and agencies, interest groups or 
the general public. These opportunities allow and 
encourage organizations or individuals to supply infor- 
mation, identify concerns and comment on proposals. 


Each Timber Management Plan describes the area 
and species of trees that a company may cut based on 
the principle of sustained yield. This means maintain- 
ing a predictable continuous harvest based on the 
capability of the forest. This amount is re-calculated 
every five years as part of the timber management 
planning requirements. 


At the beginning of each five-year period, silvicultural 
prescriptions and standards of accomplishment are 
developed. These prescriptions and standards be- 
come part of the management plan and the agreement. 


These plans not only specify the areas for scarification, 
planting, or seeding, but also road locations, areas of 
timber not to be cut, and other environmental concerns. 
The managed forest will contain components that 
maintain or enhance wildlife habitat, protect fisheries, 
and allow for enjoyable recreational experiences. 


Forest areas are often harvested 
in strips so seeds from the 
remaining trees can regenerate 
the cutover areas. 


roads and access sites helps 
protect the tourist value of 
forested areas. 


The “old” forest and the “new” forest may be quite 
similar in appearance. The species composition of the 
old forest was created by nature using fire, wind, 
insects and disease. Forest managers will use new 
technology to renew the forest with much the same 
composition. In certain locations that are more pro- 
ductive, and are close to mills or transportation, 
intensive management practices will result in forests 
that are significantly more productive than the “old” 
natural forest. 


The “new” forest, therefore, will have large areas that 
remain in the natural forest condition. As has been the 
case for centuries after fire, wind damage, defoliation 
by insects or weakening by disease, the forest will 
regenerate after harvesting to form a new natural 
forest. A smaller part of the “new” forest will be 
intensely managed primarily for timber production. 
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FORESTS TODAY 
AND IN THE FUTURE 


FMAs are changing the face of forestry in Ontario for 
the better. They are giving us more efficient timber 
management by involving those who harvest in all the 


A state of the art site preparation gS 3 : 
psd activities associated with the forest’s renewal and 


machine has been developed by 


an FMA holder. management. 


Protected trees mean protected invest- 
ments. Aerial spray programs help ensure 
that our forests withstand competing 
weeds and insect infestations. 


Co-operative planning is 
an important part of a Forest 
Management Agreement. 


COMPANY 
RESPONSIBILITIES 


1. The company must produce and adhere to long- 
and short-term plans at specified times that outline the 
harvest, access, forest renewal and forest 
maintenance activities which are to take place. 


2. The forests under agreement must be harvested 
and regenerated to produce successive crops of timber 
in a sustained yield basis. 


3. The company must pay Crown charges for the area 
under the Agreement and for all timber harvested. 


4. The company must abide by the “ground rules”: a 
series of administrative procedures, technical prescrip- 
tions which indicate how treatment, renewal and 
maintenance activities will take place. 


5. The company must harvest within 10 per cent of its 
timber requirements, as identified in the timber plan. 


6. The company must declare timber surplus to its 
requirements and make it available to other users. 


7. The company must treat harvested lands as well as 
“not satisfactorily regenerated” lands in accordance 
with the ground rules and to established standards. 


8. The level of regeneration on cutover lands must be 
assessed and, where regeneration is unacceptable 
after a prescribed period of time (usually five years), 
these areas must be reforested at company expense. 
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